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Dear Friends:

On behalf of the Boards of Directors of the Jimmy Doolittle
Air and Space Museum and Education Foundations, it was a
honor and privilege to be the official host of the Doolittle Tokyo
Raiders 61st Reunion.

We are deeply grateful to the Raiders for allowing this event
to be a platform for launching the fundraising drive to build a new
aviation museum.  This museum, honored with General Jimmy
Doolittle’s name will display the history of American aviation.
The sacrifice, courage and heroism shown by the Raider group
exemplifies a long line of historic American Patriots.

Thank you, Travis AFB and its surrounding communities for
participating in this wonderful American event.

David A. Fleming, President
Jimmy Doolittle Air and Space
Museum Education Foundation

Michael J. Peters, President
Jimmy Doolittle Air and Space
Museum Foundation

DOOLITTLE RAIDERS 61ST REUNION SPECIAL SCRAPBOOK ISSUE

Doolittle Raiders Triumph Again!

Raider David J. Thatcher
greets a young fan at

Vacaville’s Flight Festival.

Generals Brad Baker and John Becker (l to r) salute Doolittle Raider
Chase J. Nielsen during Fairfield’s “61st Doolittle Reunion parade.

Chase looks “California Cool” in a silver-grey, vintage corvette.

Editor’s Note:
Within the pages of this

edition of the NEWS, you

will find a sampling of the

newspaper articles, photos

and event memorabilia that I

accumulated during the

Doolittle Raider’s 61st

Reunion.  Thank you to the

Fairfield Daily Republic,

Vacaville Reporter, the

Travis AFB photography

department and the Travis

AFB Honor Guard.  Enjoy!

Bravo!

Applause!

Thank you!
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JIMMY DOOLITTLE AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM

Mission  Statement

The purpose of the Museum is to portray the history of Travis Air Force Base’s
contribution to the development of airlift in the Pacific.

It’s primary objectives are:

• To provide and maintain an aviation and aerospace, educational, scientific,
cultural, historical and inspirational facility for the general public.

• To provide to youth, students and scholars historical research facilities and
inspirational exhibits.

• To serve as a meeting place and forum for aerospace oriented organizations
and individuals for the benefit of all Northern California.

* In accordance with AFPD 64-1,
Air Force History and Museum Program.

JIMMY DOOLITTLE AIR AND SPACE MUSEUM

FOUNDATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mr Warren Bailey* ............................. 972-263-6880
Mr Ed Bruce ..................................... (707)438-7780
Mr. Jack Batson* .............................. (707)422-6179
Mrs Denell Burks*, editor/membership .................. (707)447-9215
Mr David Fleming* ........................... (707)448-7448
Mr Dave Florek*, secretary ....................................... (916)729-2692
Mr Earl Johnson*, gift shop .................................... (707)446-8990
Mr Charles Lamoree* ....................... (707)451-3227
Mr Bill Mee* ...................................... (916)631-0130
Mr Duncan Miller* ........................... (707)425-0900
Mr Wally Mitchell*, treasurer .................................. (707)425-4533
Mr. Mike Peters*, president ....................................... (530)269-3209
Mr Bob Purves ................................. (707)446-4669
Mr Walter Scott*, vice president ............................... (916)678-2973
Mr Eric Schmidt, restoration crew/docent ................ (707)446-3009
Mr Andrew Suihkonen* ................... (707)446-0068
Mr Bob Skinner ................................ (707)448-8296

*Indicates also director of the Jimmy Doolittle Air
and Space Museum Education Foundation Board
of Directors

*Mr. Mike Hubbard ...................................................

*Mr. Ernie Martini .....................................................

*Mr. Koerner Rombauer ................... (707)963-5170

Jimmy Doolittle Air & Space Museum

Gift Shop
Bldg. 80, Burgan Blvd.
Travis AFB, CA 945635
(707) 424-4450/5598
Fax (707) 424-4451

Present this coupon, for a

10% discount
on all Doolittle Raider 61st

Reunion memorabilia.

TRAVIS AIR MUSEUM STAFF

Curator
Dr Gary Leiser ...................... (707)424-5605
Ass’t Superintendent
MSgt. Joe Inocencio ............. (707)424-5605
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CURATOR’S CORNER

MUSEUM OPERATIONS HIGHLIGHTS:

In early February, Travis AFB hosted Robert and Margrit
Mondavi on a tour of the base.  The curator accompanied
their entourage, showed them around the museum and de-

scribed the plans for the Jimmy Doolittle Air and Space Museum.

Air Museum Seminar:

A few weeks later the curator attended the annual Seminar on
Mutual Concerns of Air and Space Museums in Washington.
There he promoted both the new museum and the Doolittle
Reunion. The seminar is an excellent platform for networking
and obtaining advice and assistance on all aspects of museum
operations, including building new facilities. In March the
museum was the scene of the third annual Wing Enlisted Work-
shop of the 349th AMW. Afterwards the organizers generously
donated $1,000 to the museum.

Nuts and Bolts:
Meanwhile, during a heavy rainstorm, part of a roof over our
storage and staging area behind the museum collapsed. No
damage was done except to the roof, which will have to be
torn down and replaced. We can expect more such “incidents”
as the current building of 1950s vintage continues to age.
Again, this is a reminder of the need for a new facility.
Finally, it is with regret that I announce that Mark Pollman,
our right-hand man for administration for the past two years
has departed for North Carolina where his wife has taken a
new position. We wish him the best of luck. In addition Major
Diana Newlin, the IMA who has worked periodically at the

museum over the past few years, exhausted her mandays for
Travis and has rotated to a new position. Among other things,
Major Newlin was chiefly responsible for bringing the Re-
union to Travis and overseeing the gala at the Hilton. She
worked tirelessly for months to ensure the success of this
project and we greatly appreciate her dedication.

New Exhibit:
On the occasion of the Reunion, Major Newlin recruited sev-
eral artists to prepare a special display on Jimmy Doolittle
and the raid on Tokyo. SSgt Michael Wilson, as part of a course
for Southern Illinois University, prepared an excellent time-
line of Doolittle’s life in the context of major American events.
Dave Allen painted the background for the Doolittle exhibit
as well as that for the large scale-model of the USS Hornet
built by the Silicon Valley Scale Modelers under the direction
of William Ferrante.  Thank you also to Rich Radigonda.

Participating in the 9th ARS Question and Answer military event were (l to r):
Honorary Raider/Historian CV Glines, Thomas C. Griffin–Crew #9, Lt Col Frank A. Kappeler–Crew #11,

Lt Col Richard A. Cole–Crew #1, Col. William M. Bower–Crew #2, Lt Col Chase Nielsen–Crew #6,
Nolan A. Herndon–Crew #8, David J. Thatcher–Crew #7 and Rev. Jacob D. DeShazer–Crew #9.

 Thank you to the 9th ARS, the Raiders and the film-makers/photographers from Combat Camera,
Travis AFB and Solano Community College for allowing the historic event to preserved for generations to come.

9th ARS Doolittle Raiders Q & A Military Event

JIMMY DOOLITTLE AIR & SPACE MUSEUM

A MUSEUM FOR ALL AGES........

following the Fairfield 4th of July parade a

4th of July BBQ
Fairfield, CA County Annex

11:30 a.m.– 1:30 p.m.

All proceeds benefit
Jimmy doolittle Air and Space Museum Foundation

$5
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Welcoming the heroes

FAIRFIELD MARKS ANNIVERSARY OF

DOOLITTLE RAID WITH PARADE

Jay Howser of the Fairfield Daily Republic

Issue Apirl 17, 2003

No group of men was ever closer, said Nolan Herndon of
the Doolittle Raiders’ eighth crew.

Led by Lt. Col Jimmy Doolittle 61 years ago, 80 Air Force
fliers launched the first offensive strikes on Japanese soil
following the Pearl Harbor attack during World War II.

Their courage and daring resulted in a huge morale victory for
the Allies as the Japanese were forced to pull key forces from
around the Pacific Ocean to protect their homeland.  American
soldiers won the Battle of Midway just six weeks later.

“We were as close a group as ever existed,” Herndon told
the Daily Republic Wednesday.  “We were like Gen.
Doolittle’s sons.  We were like part of his family.”

Wednesday afternoon, hundreds of area residents lined the
streets of downtown Fairfield to honor the war heroes.  Nine
of the 18 surviving members were on hand for the Doolittle
61st annual reunion.

As marching bands strode past, patriotic music rang out and
aircraft flew overhead, Richard Fitzmaurice of Santa Cruz
reflected on his brother, who flew with the Raiders’ sixth
crew.  Sgt. Donald Fitzmaurice perished a few hundred yards
off the coast of China after his plane crash landed in the China
Sea during the raid.  An airman himself, Richard Fitzmaurice
had a chance to meet Doolittle and his brother’s other com-
panions before the raid.

“Even then it was a brotherhood.  These men were brothers
of my brother,” he said.

Smiles and applause greeted the Raiders as they drove down
Fairfield streets.  Jim Walton, a Navy veteran and Fairfield
resident since 1966, said they earned the adulation.

“We got a group of heroes coming through, people who de-
serve honors,” Walton said. “They took very high risks and I
believe they need to be recognized . . . It may be late and
overdue, but they deserve everything they get.”

Jay Hoser can be reached at jhowser@dailyrepublic.net.

61ST DOOLITTLE RAIDERS SCRAPBOOK

Fairfield, here Comes the Parade!

Vanden High School Band plays loud and proud
as it marches down Fairfield’s Texas Street.

The (l to r) Larry French, Jake Germeraad and Dave
Walrath proudly remind us that “freedom is not free.”

Raider historian CV Glines (in hard hat) advances
down Fairfield’s main drag: Texas Street.

Extra! Extra! Read all about it!

Currently, the Museum Foundation and
Reunion photographic volunteers

are working on making photos of the
Reunion available for purchase on our

website.  We hope to have the exact details
worked out soon.

Dateline:  April 16, 2003
Fairfield, CA
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Dateline:  April 16, 2003
Travis Air Museum/Jimmy Doolittle
Air and Space Museum

Wine and Cheese Social with the
Raiders

During the Reunion, the museum was
the site, of course, for the Wine and

Cheese Social with the Raiders. The
museum was packed for this event at
which the mayors of the local commu-
nities and Mike Peters and Dave
Fleming, the presidents respectively of
Doolittle Foundation and Doolittle
Education Foundation welcomed the
Raiders to the local area. Lt. Col. James
Warren, a Tuskegee Airman and mem-
ber of the museum, then gave a brief
address. This was followed by several
presentations:

• Scholarships to four students from
Solano Community College who
were specializing in aviation.

• “May An Angel Always Fly on
Your Shoulder” presentation and
gift to the Raiders from Steve and
Linda Stover of Military History
on Tour.

• A 1/72nd scale model of USS
Hornet's (CV-8) flight
deck and island and 16
1/72nd scale models of
the B-25s used on the
Doolittle raid donated by he Sili-
con Valley Scale Modelers, Scor-
pio Innovations, and Obscureco
Aircraft. Spokesperson William
Ferrante mentioned that they are
also donating 16 1/1200th scale
models of all the ships that partici-
pated in Task Force 16, which es-
corted the Hornet.

 For this event, the wine was donated by
Rombauer Vineyards and Chandelle
Winery and Stanley Davis donated the
hors d’oeuvres.

Travis Museum toasts the Doolittle Raider’s

Tuskegee Airman
Lt Col James Warren

Linda and Steve Stopher of
Military History on Tour

“A Tribute to Courage.”
Artist Colleen Britton with her

61st Doolittle Reunion contribution.

Military Escort, TSgt Robert Wade,
accompanies Raider Nolan Herdon and

his lovely wife Julie, to the Air Museum’s
“Wine & Cheese Social.”
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61ST DOOLITTLE RAIDERS SCRAPBOOK CONTINUED

Dateline:  April 17, 2003

Vacaville’s Flight Festival/Gourmet BBQ/Concert
located at the Nut Tree Airport

Heroes, with a capital H

At Ease!/Richard Rico

April 20, 2003 issue Vacaville Reporter

It was so supernatural you’d think Steven Spielberg
had a hand in it.  From out of the wet, brooding clouds of
a primordial past, three B-25 ghost ships swept loud and

low in a bomb run on Monte Vista avenue.  P-51 Mustangs
came from out of nowhere, their Rolls-Royce engines snarl-
ing, their torsos polished to look like chrome fire-flies.  The
bombers’ brutish Cyclone engines rattled windows and set
off car alarms all over Vacaville, leaving in their wakes the
echoes of distant thunder and vibrations that caused some-
thing indescribable in the spine to flutter.  Still amazing after
all these years.  Add 13 more of these bombers, back pedal
61 years, and it had to be as unlikely then as it is now.  The
reality of squinting at three lovingly restored, tight-forma-
tion, B-25s silhouetted against our Blue Ridge is nearly as
rare as being in the presence of anyone who was actually
there; survivors of the Doolittle raid on Tokyo, for instance.

Yet there we were, there they were.  Of the original 80 on the

raid on April 18, 1942, 17 are still alive.  Nine were on the
stage at the Nut Tree Airport.  A gem of a corporate hangar
was transformed by yeomen efforts (Chief Master Sgt. Fred
Lewis, Phil Velez and a gaggle of dauntless doers) into one,
big waving flag of appreciation to ironmen whose valor goes
back to a time when the word “heroes” was spelled with a
capital H.  The surprise raid on Tokyo of 16 bombers,
launched from the pitching deck of the USS Hornet was the
kind of fearless act pulled off by men who wheeled their
endowments out to the aircraft in wheelbarrows.  They didn’t
need Spielberg to draw the picture, and neither do we.  If
Steve did have anything to do with the fantasy ride here he
would have been wise to get it right, or face the merciless
slings and arrows of the Raiders’ historian, C.V. Glines.  No
punch-puller, he, Glines took to task the likes of Hollywood

Good food, good folks and great landings in Vacaville!!

A mighty “hello Vacaville” from Honorary Raider Tung-
Sheng Liu.  By the way, Mr. Liu was an early C-5A engineer.
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for tinkering with the truth when it comes to the
retelling the “30 Seconds Over Tokyo” story.  The
portrayal in the movie, “Pearl Harbor,” was ri-
diculous,” Glines said.  “It bombed at the box
office, just as it should have.” He even took a
swipe at a prepared statement from the office of
Cong. G. Miller which articulated the fact some
Raider had been “interred” in Japanese prisons, in-
stead of interned.

“He should  have had someone check his copy,”
C.V. said.  I like the guy, just don’t ask me to speak
before him at a banquet.

BY NOW, every school child knows that the 61st
reunion of the Doolittle Raiders was held in
Fairfield, Vacaville and Travis AFB.  It will turn out to
be as historical as the raid itself; with only 17 survivors,
we’ll never see it here again.  The brotherhood of the
Raiders is a full of tradition as everything else that goes
with the story.  Since the mid-”60s—one for each crew
member—have been reverently guarded at the Air Force
Academy.  When the last two are upright, they’ll toast
their brothers with cognac.  If that isn’t historically ac-
curate, Glines will be on my case.

IT IS Thursday afternoon and I’m past my deadline.  But
t’hell with it.  I have this story to tell. Monster star-
spangled, helium-filled balloons—each carrying a tiny
banner with the name and rank of a Raider
crewmember—are still bobbing in the hangar breeze.
The 800 folding chairs have been folded, all the choirs
and chorales—both boys and men—are salving their
throats with Diet Coke or tequila; respectively, I hope.
And the Raiders have been bussed to their next appointed
round.  What lingers is the throaty sound of those old
bombers and fighters, spreading their beautiful wings
and clearing their throats overhead.  I just saw a Hawker
Sea Fury strafe the runway again and do a gut-wrench-
ing pull over Nugget.  There goes another B-25, loaded
with wide-eyed passengers willing to pay the price to
get just a hint of what it must have been like.  One of
these days, a new museum will be built at Travis.  Part
of the proceeds over the weekend will help make it hap-
pen.  When it does, it will be called the Jimmy Doolittle
Air and Space Museum.  Jimmy would be pleased.  But
probably not as pleased as he was on that day in 1942
when he and 79 others pulled off a feat that keeps throb-
bing.  A B-25 bomb run on Vacaville isn’t the same, but
it’s close.

DOOLITTLE RAIDERS 61ST REUNION

FLIGHT FESTIVAL/GOURMET BBQ/CONCERT

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Flight Festival :  10 am to 5 pm

Raiders arrive/commemorative photos:  11:00 am
Congressional Record presentation
to Raiders by Hon. George Miller

Raider Bourgeois daughter’s wedding: 11:30

Gourmet BBQ :  12 noon to 2 pm

Posting of the Colors
Veterans of Foreign Wars– Vacaville
National Anthem & patriotic medley

Notre Dame School Boys Choir
Pledge of Allegiance

Garland Porter
Invocation

Pastor Milton Steck, Trinity Baptist Church
Master of Ceremonies

Dave Bender, KOVR, Channel 13, Sacramento
Proclamation & Welcome to the City of Vacaville

Mayor Len Augustine
Introduction of present Doolittle Raiders & their History

C. V. Glines, Doolittle Raiders Historian
Greetings and Thank you

Jimmy Doolittle Air and Space Museum Foundation
official host of the Doolittle Raiders 61st Reunion

Dave Fleming, Co-President
1940’s Swing Era Show

West Valley Chorale
Travis Tribute to the Raiders  Concert:  2:30 pm

Band of the Golden West Jazz Ensemble

Connie Sheer and Blaine Townsend of Shauvin, LA were
married by Raider/Rev. DeShazer. Connie is the daughter of
deceased Raider Robert C. Bourgeois.
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61ST DOOLITTLE RAIDERS SCRAPBOOK CONTINUED

Dateline:  April 17, 2003

Travis AFB’s Delta Breeze

“Dinner with the Raiders”

“Dinner with the Raiders” was a military salute to
celebrate the 61st anniversary of their brave attack on

Japan April 18, 1942.

Wendy Bence and her assistant, Karla Petry of the Travis
Officer’s Spouses Club worked closely with Cathleen Handlin
and Travis AFB staff to coordinate this impressive event.

After the arrival of the Raiders and Posting of the Colors by
the Brotherhood of Vietnam Veterans, Vacaville, CA, the
National Anthem was sung by Mrs. Peggy Thornburg and the
invocation was given by Reverend Jake DeShazer. Rev.
DeShazer was a  Bombardier Corporal on Raider takeoff Num-
ber 16, and P.O.W. of the Japanese for 3.5 years.

Following a moving P.O.W./MIA Ceremony presented by the
Travis AFB Honor Guard and multimedia production of the
Tokyo Raid by Raider Historian Col (Ret). C.V. Glines (Hon-
orary Raider and author, Vacaville resident Eddy Kaanoi–The
Waikiki Cowboy led the sold out crowd of over 300 persons in
the singing of God Bless America.

Diners enjoyed a delicious cuisine prepared by Chef Fred Smith
of the American Culinary Federation and 1940’s era music
played by The Music Alive Orchestra.  The wine was con-
tributed by Rombauer Vineyards of Napa.

After the intermission, Dave Fleming, President of the
Jimmy Doolittle Air and Space Museum Education Foun-
dation welcome everyone to the 61st Doolittle Raider
Reunion and introduced the evening’s dynamic motiva-
tional speaker returned P.O.W. Paul E. Galanti, Com-
mander, USN (Ret).

In appreciation for Commander Galanti’s visit, Mr. Ken
Delfino presented Paul with a flag that was flown over
the USS Arizona Memorial in appreciation of his sacri-
fice and service during his Naval career and Mr. Steve
Stopher, representing Military History on Tour (M-HOT),
gave him a 2001 commemorative coin set.

The patriotic evening closed with a crowd pleasing sing-
a-long of Praise the Lord, but Pass the Ammunition...and
We’ll All Stay Free! Amen!

Dining at the Delta Breeze!

Commander Paul Galanti is presented a commemorative
American flag from Mr. Ken Delfino in appreciation of Paul’s

sacrifice and service during his naval career.

Mayor and Mrs Len Augustine (far left), Vacaville, enjoy the
evening’s festivities with Raider Dick Cole (far right).

Eddy Kaanoi—The Waikiki Cowboy led the sold out
crowd  in the singing of God Bless America.
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The Five POW/MIA Hat Ceremony

THE FOLLOWING IS THE SCRIPT FOR THE FIVE POW/
MIA HAT CEREMONY PRESENTED AT THE “DINNER

WITH THE RAIDERS:”

Master of Ceremonies (MC):  Ladies and gentlemen,
please direct your attention to the front of the room.

“Adagio for String” music begins as the Honor Guard mem-
bers enter the room at a ceremonial pace towards the POW/
MIA table with the Army leading, then Marine, Navy, Air Force
and Coast Guard Honor Guard)

MC:  The Military Caste is filled with symbolism...you see a
table set fro a special group who cannot be with us tonight, for
they have answered our nation’s highest calling and have yet to
return from the field of battle.  They are America’s prisoners of
war and those missing in action.  They are commonly referred to
as POWs and MIAs......we call them brothers and sisters.

It is in this gathering that we choose to strengthen the bonds
of camaraderie.  We would be remiss if we failed to recognize
and remind ourselves of our purpose and those who have gone
before us and reflect on their deeds.  They never questioned,
nor faltered in doing their duty, nor in the giving of them-
selves in the ultimate form.  Though our nations is not at war this
night, let us remember those who fought the battles on the land,
sea and air and those who displayed conspicuous gallantry in the
execution of their mission at the cost of their lives.

(After each branch of services is announced Honor Guard
member will ceremonially rotate hat and place it on plate—
narrator waits until Honor Guard member comes back to at-
tention before proceeding to the next branch of service)

MC:  Each member of the Honor Guard represents one of the
five branches of the United States Military.  The representa-

tives of the five services portray our
comrades, unknown by many, forgot-
ten by none.

ARMY . . . . MARINES . . . . NAVY .
. . . AIR FORCE . . . . COAST
GUARD the tablecloth is white, sym-
bolizing the purity of their intentions
to respond to their country’s call to
arms.  There is a vase holding three
flowers.  The red is for those who gave
their lives for their country.  The white
is for those who returned and are with
us.  The yellow is for those who are miss-
ing and we pray will return to us soon.

The ribbon prominently displayed on the vase reminds us of
the yellow ribbon worn on the lapels and on the breasts of thou-
sands who bear witness to their unyielding determination to
demand proper account of our missing.  A slice of lemon is on
the bread plate to remind us of the bitter fate of those not with
us.  There is salt upon the plate, symbolic of the tears from the
families and loved ones who have and continue to keep the
faith . . . as they wait.

(Narrator strongly enunciates the last three words—this is
the cue for Honor Guard members to take the goblets off the
table)

(As Honor Guard members reach and lift the glasses slowly,
they then turn the goblet over on the word upright)

MC:  The goblets are inverted, signifying those who cannot
be here.  However, in remembrance of them, we place their
goblets UPRIGHT as they are with us in spirit.

(Honor Guard member lights the candle)

MC:  The lighting of the candle shows our vigilance for those
still missing.

MC:  This table is set aside as a reminder of those who have
fought in defense of our country.

MC:  Please rise for the playing of Taps.

(Playing of taps—Honor Guard members render a slow salute)

(Narrator pauses until the playing of Taps is complete be-
fore doing the toast)

MC:  Please remain standing as we toast with water to
America’s honored and beloved POWs and MIAs . . .

(Pause...waiting for audience to charge glasses and stand)

MC:   Hear, hear.

MC:  Ladies and gentlemen, please be seated

(Honor Guard will exit as the audience is seated)

Presenting the 5 Hat Ceremony were members of the Travis AFB Honor Guard:
SMSgt Timothy Martin, MSgt Paul McCullough, MSgt Ralph Davis, TSgt Donald

Bishop, TSgt Laura Clay and SSgt Takeo Eda.
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61ST DOOLITTLE RAIDERS SCRAPBOOK CONTINUED

Gala Sequence of EventsGala Sequence of EventsGala Sequence of EventsGala Sequence of EventsGala Sequence of Events

Dr. Gary Leiser
Master of Ceremonies

 Welcome and Introductions

Doolittle Raider’s Arrive

Invocation

Musical Salute

Dining begins

C. V. Glines,
Doolittle Raider Historian

Doolittle Raiders’ Presentations

Presidents of the
Jimmy Doolittle Air

and Space Museum Foundations’

Cliff Robinson, Keynote Speaker

Music and Dancing

Gala at the Fairfield Hilton
Dateline:  April 18, 2003
Fairfield, CA

Doolittle ‘heroes’ honored at banquet
Tim Fields of the Fairfield Daily Republic

Issue Apirl 19, 2003

As swing music and chit chat bounced about the Fairfield Hilton’s
banquet room Friday night, Airman First Class Benjamin Tech pulled

out his book, full of precious autographs from the legendary men called
Doolittle’s Raiders.

To Tech and to millions of others, the men are great American heroes.

More than 300 people filled the Hilton Garden Inn in Fairfield to honor
the daring Raiders who flew bombers from an aircraft carrier in the Pa-
cific to drop bombs over Japan a few months after the demoralizing at-
tack on Pearl Harbor during World War II.

The event marked the Raider’s 61st anniversary and culminated a three-
day celebration in Fairfield to honor the brave men who made that treach-
erous flight.

Oh, what afabulousnight!

Oh what a night . . . what could be better? . . . the Doolittle Tokyo Raiders, keynote
speaker Cliff Robertson, the fabulous music of Don Treco and the Moonlight Swing

living-History Swing Band,” heartfelt presentations, and a generous finale of
pledges for the Jimmy Doolittle Air and Space Museum Foundation.  WOW!



Page 11

Jimmy Doolittle Air & Space Museum Foundation NEWS

While dinner was pricey at $300 a plate, the proceeds will help fund the construction of
a proposed Jimmy Doolittle Air and Space Museum at Travis Air Force Base.

This was such a monumental event,” Tech said.  Tech is stationed at Travis Air Force
Base and recently returned from duty in
the Middle East.  “I really enjoy history I
think it’s important for all people under
25 to understand (World War II) and its
place in our history.  By celebrating and
honoring Doolittle’s Raiders, I’m helping
to maintain their legacy.”

Among the fans of the Raiders was Cliff
Robertson who spoke to the crowd and
offered his thanks to the men who risked
their lives.  “As an American and a pilot
of many years, I’m here to salute these
fine men,” he said.

Making her way through those dancing to
swing music, Congresswoman Lois Wolk
said she wanted to be here because the
Raiders meant so much to her late father.

Her father served in India during World War
II and the Raiders were always an inspira-
tion to the troops during tough times.  Accord-
ing to the groups’ historian Carrol Glines, the
80 daring Raiders gave the United States its
first good news in the most devastating was
the country ever experienced.

With tears in his eyes he said the Raiders
represent a generation that is fading away,
yet these men made us what we are today,
a country full of honor and dignity.

“They leave us with this legacy—forever,”
he said.
Tim Fields can be reached at
jhowser@dailyrepublic.net.

Gathering for a 61st Doolittle Raider Reunion Gala photo are:
seated l to r:  Ron Burks, Priscilla and John Doolittle, Lisa and Richard Rico;

standing l to r: Denell Burks, Lori Bero, Fred Lewis, Iris Taggart and Thomas Kane.

Raider’s present Museum curator, Dr. Gary Leiser, with a Jimmy Doolittle
lithograph.  Pictured l to r:  Honorary Raider/Business Manager Tom Casey, Raider

Chase Neilson, Dr. Gary Leiser and Raider Dick Cole.

Special thanks to
Koerner Rombauer

of Rombauer Vineyards
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Mail this form and check to: Jimmy Doolittle Air & Space Museum Foundation
P.O. Box 1565
Travis AFB, CA 94535.

For further information phone: (707) 424-5605.

Membership Form (Please print)

Name ____________________________________________________ Membership # ________
Address _______________________________________________________
City _____________________________________ State ____ Amount Enclosed: __________

Zip _____________ Phone ________________

ANNUAL DUES AND MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES

❐❐❐❐❐ Individual Patron ❐❐❐❐❐ $15.00/1 yr., ❐❐❐❐❐ $40.00/3 yrs., ❐❐❐❐❐ $65.00/5 yrs.
❐❐❐❐❐ Family Patron ❐❐❐❐❐ $25.00/1 yr., ❐❐❐❐❐ $70.00/3 yrs., ❐❐❐❐❐ $115.00/5 yrs.
❐❐❐❐❐ Contributing Patron ❐❐❐❐❐ $100.00/1 yr., ❐❐❐❐❐ $295.00/3yrs., ❐❐❐❐❐ $490.00/5yrs.
❐❐❐❐❐ Sponsor Patron ❐❐❐❐❐ $250.00/1 yr., ❐❐❐❐❐ $745.00/3 yrs.
❐❐❐❐❐ Benefactor Patron ❐❐❐❐❐ $500.00
❐❐❐❐❐ *LifePatron ❐❐❐❐❐ $1,000.00

Business and Cooperate Annual Membership Available
*Life patrons may make this total contribution in any amount over a
five consecutive calendar year period. Approved as tax deductible by
both United States IRS and California Franchise Tax Board.

Date ____________

❐❐❐❐❐  New  ❐❐❐❐❐  Renewal

BULK RATE

NON PROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

Vacaville, CA

Permit No. 9

MEMBERSHIP: JIMMY DOOLITTLE AIR & SPACE MUSEUM FOUNDATION

A membership in the

Jimmy Doolittle Air

& Space Museum

Foundation is

an excellent gift

for birthdays,

holidays,

thank yous,

retirements or

memorials.

Being a part of

history is a gift

that keeps on

giving!

Whether you can give an hour or a day, volunteers are needed in the Gift Shop and office; with the restoration and
maintenance crew and as a docent.   Please call 424–5605 for  more information.  Thanks!

Jimmy Doolittle Air  & Space Museum Foundation
P. O. Box 1565
Travis AFB, CA 94535

JIMMY DOOLITTLE AIR & SPACE MUSEUM

A MUSEUM FOR ALL AGES.....
...

follo
wing th

e Fairfie
ld 4th of J

uly parade a

4th of J
uly BBQ

Fairfie
ld, C

A County Annex

11:30 a.m
.– 1:30 p.m

.

All p
roceeds benefit

Jim
my doolitt

le Air and Space M
useum Foundatio

n

$5


